Concordia University 
Faculty of Fine Arts Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of December 12, 2008 


Present: C. Wild (Chair), R. April, S. Curtis,, R. Dal Farra, B. Foss, L. Healy, E. Little, 
C. MacKenzie, C. McKinnon, F. Morelli, C. Mullen, U. Neuerburg-Denzer, M. Racine, 
E. Regler, P. Rist, D. Roberts, G. Schwartz, T. Stathopoulos, K. Vaughan, D. Wells 


Regrets: A. Cappelluto, R. Ellias, A. Fargnoli, K. Gregor, L. Hughes, D. Jojich, 
M. Montanaro 


Guests: G. Beasley 


I. Approval of the Agenda 
The agenda was approved as presented. 
2. Approval of the Minutes of October 14, 2008 
MOTION: (U. Neuerburg-Denzer, T. Stathopoulos) 
“that the Minutes of the meeting of October 14, 2008, be approved.” 


CARRIED 
3. Business Arising from the Minutes 


¢ The Dean and Associate Dean A. Cappelluto will meet with the Chair, GPD and graduate 
students in Art Education in the new year to discuss their studio space and possible solutions. 


4. Chair’s Remarks 


¢ This week, the Dean, Lynn Hughes, Peter Rist and Cilia Sawadogo met with a delegation from 
the Chinese Academy of Fine Arts (CAFA) to discuss future collaboration opportunities with 
the Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema; 

e The President's Showcase on November 16 included Fine Arts faculty and a series of 
performances and an animated film coordinated by M. Montanarom with the assistance of other 
faculty. Special thanks to Michael for his efforts; 

e Thanks to Peter Rist, and Cinema students, faculty and staff, who hosted a meeting and tour for 
members of the Faculty of Fine Arts Advisory Committee. Visits to other departments will be 
planned for future meetings. 

e Congratulations to the three new Concordia University Research Chairs from Fine Arts: 
Martha Langford, Erin Manning and Thomas Waugh. 


wife 


6. 


Searches for six new tenure track faculty are well underway, with three searches already at 
short-list stage; 

The new composition of Senate was approved at Board of Governors (BoG) and will come into 
effect during the next academic year. FoFA will have four Senate representatives, an increase 
of one additional member. While the overall size of Senate has increased, the proportion of 
full time faculty has been maintained. 

Earlier this week, the Dean and Louise Dandurand, Vice-President, Research and Graduate 
Studies, were in Toronto representing Concordia at a conference entitled: “Presidents’ Initiative 
in Cultural Sector Education and Research”. The development of trans-national strategies 
regarding fine arts was the central issue of the conference. 

On December 11, the Board of Governors voted to support the relocation of the Performing 
Arts to SGW; temporary space on the 7" and 8" floors of the new JMSB building (Guy & de 
Maisonneuve) will be ready in September and October, with specific move dates to be arranged 
with the departments. 


Question Period 
There were a number of follow-up questions regarding details of the Performing Arts move 
downtown. The Dean assured FFAC members that facilities would be design-built and that 


departments would continue to be involved in the process. 


Appointments to the Chairs' Search Committees (FFAC-08-12-12-D5) 


MOTION: (P.Rist, M. Racine) 


“that the following appointment to the Chairs' Search Committees be approved: 


Art Education: Eric Simon, Department of Studio Arts 
Theatre: Christopher Moore, Department of Design & Computation Arts 
Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema: Patrick Traer, Department of Studio Arts 


CARRIED 


Gerald Beasley, University Librarian 


G. Beasley gave a brief presentation on the University Libraries. During his first six months at 
the University, he has spent time meeting with with library staff, users and other members of 
the community, and grouped their concerns into three ‘specific areas: 


Collections: Spoke of need for more funding, indicating that improvement of 
collections is a long-term process; with the preference for digital sources, comes a higher cost; 
membership in Canadian Research Knowledge Network means having access to larger number 
of materials; 

Space: Has been looking at how we can optimize use of Webster space downtown; 
hoping to increase opening hours, looking at long-term storage and use of 5" and 6" floors, and 
re-use of present space with a focus on delivering content; 


° Information Literacy: Librarians more active in helping those who need to find 
“good” information; building on existing workshops and supporting the School of Extended 
Learning and other initiatives. 


A lively question period followed with concerns raised including: lack of space for Performing Arts 
holdings downtown and options such as compact storage; possibility of bridging empty space in 
Webster; a separate Fine Arts library in the Grey Nuns complex; noise levels and cell phone use in the 
Library (a working group on noise has been struck); loss of personal feeling in service from Library 
staff, and fines for overdue books. 


In closing, G. Beasley emphasized that he is very accessible, and that he would be pleased to speak 


with departments about their needs. His email is Gerald. Beasley@concordia.ca 


8. Signature Areas (FFAC-08-12-12-D6) 


C. Wild summarized the process to date, noting that six thematic signature areas for the Faculty 
of Fine Arts had been agreed to. This document is not static, rather it is a snapshot of where 
we are now. Ina late-November meeting with Deans and Chairs, the Provost indicated that 
FoFA’s document was well-prepared and a good fit with the direction of the institutional 
document. The core signature areas identified by Fine Arts will be found in the draft 
institutional document that is being prepared by the Provost. 


Comments: General view that this document is an improvement on previous versions. One 
suggestion that the term “research/creation” should always be used (rather than research), since 
this better reflects the work of practitioners, many of whom are listed as exemplars in the 
document. 


9. Policy on Postdoctoral Fellows (FFAC-08-12-12-D1) 


A draft policy on post-doctoral fellows (PDFs) has been forwarded by the School of Graduate 
Studies (SGS) for feedback. B. Foss provided some background, pointing out that the draft 
draws heavily from policies at other universities. Some of the wording is deliberately vague, 
so as to not restrict these types of appointments and at the same time, establish a baseline. 

T. Stathopoulos said the main point of the policy is the change in status of PDFs from 
“employee” to “trainee.” 


Discussion centred on terminology. C. Wild agreed with C. MacKenzie that some kind of 
modifier is needed to the phraseology relating to “intellectual property” in Section 9. A 
suggestion was made that under Section 3.1, term “parental” should be changed to “familial” to 
reflect broader family obligations. Comments should be forwarded to Joanne Beaudoin, SGS, 


at Joanne.Beaudoin@concordia.ca 


10. Academic 
Report of the Associate Dean, Academic and Student A ffairs (FFAC-08-12-12-D2) 


The report was distributed. Questions/Comments should be addressed to 


bffoss@alcor.concordia.ca 


11, Facilities and Services 


Report of the Associate Dean, Planning and Academic Facilities (FFAC-08-12-12-D3) 


The report was distributed. Questions/Comments should be addressed to ana@alcor.concordia.ca 


[2. Research and International Relations 
¢ Report of the Associate Dean, Research and International Relations (FFAC-08-12-12-D84) 


The report was distributed. Question/Comments may be directed to L. Hughes at 


lynn.hughes@concordia.ca 


13, Other Business 
P. Rist announced the launch of the Canadian Journal of Film Studies. 


D. Roberts is organizing a Careers and New Media speaking panels for students, which will take 
place on January 19, the day before Open House. 


14, Adjournment 


The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 


A. Grants 
15 December 2008 


